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Oklahoma Investigative Group

TriCorps Security
SAFETY AGREEMENT
By simply reducing the number of unsafe acts – those risks we take every day – as well as observing and correcting unsafe conditions, we can reduce the number of accidents throughout the workplace. 

PSTN-901-0407, Security Officer Safety

Foot Patrol:

1. Always carry a flashlight, day or night.

2. Get to know the facility or area you are assigned to patrol.

3. Walk your route first when it is brightly lit or during the day.

4. Get acquainted with door locations and all exits.

5. Learn where ladders are supposed to be.

6. Find out where to expect clutter as well as where hazardous materials are kept.

7. Learn locations of fire extinguishers and how to sound alarms.

8. Learn where fires are most likely to start, and where flammables are stored.

9. Locate constantly running machinery as this is often the source of fires.

10. Memorize escape routes.

Learn as much as you can about the physical area you patrol.  If something unusual shows up, you can then react properly.

Everyday Patrols:
1. Check darkened areas for adequate lights.  Immediately report burned out lights.

2. In darkened areas use a flashlight (day or night) to illuminate your path, as well as either side and above your path.
3. Watch for objects above floor level that are in your path or are sticking out into aisle ways.  Reposition or step around (not over) these objects.

Avoiding Falls:

Stairs

1. Take it slow and watch where you are going.

2. If you suspect slick conditions, test each step keeping the weight on the back foot until the front foot is safe on the step below.

3. Do not carry things that block your view.

4. Use the handrail from start to finish, even if it means making more than one trip.

Tripping/Slipping

1. Keep your eyes on the path ahead, even if you have patrolled the path countless times.

2. Test a questionable surface with one foot before you commit yourself.

3. Take small steps on ice, shorter than the length of your foot, and walk with your toes pointed outward.  Turn gradually on a slippery surface so as not to produce sideways force which can easily lead to a fall.

Scattered papers, a pencil, or even a paper clip on a tile floor can cause loss of traction which can lead to a fall.

Faulty Equipment:

1. Correct or report broken or malfunctioning equipment immediately.

Unsafe Acts:

1. Do not take shortcuts by jumping or climbing over barriers.

2. Do not climb or stand on surfaces designed for some other purpose.

3. Always walk in designated areas.

PREVENTION

Falls:
1. Look for potential fall hazards and remove them whenever possible.
2. Check floor conditions to see if the surface is wet, greasy, or cluttered.

3. Look for holes, ramps, and other changes in elevation that might present a hazard.

4. Ensure hazards are well marked and have them repaired whenever possible.

5. Keep your mind on your task and your eyes on what is ahead.

6. Use the Safety Hazard/Incident Report Form to document unsafe conditions.

Report safety hazards immediately.  It is your responsibility to take control and see that these are corrected.

Faulty Equipment:

1. Be alert for frayed or exposed electrical wiring.

2. Be alert for down power lines due to storms or other mishaps, standing water near electrical supply boxes, and overloaded extensions and wall plugs.
3. Do not open a panel with the warning: “Danger High Voltage”.

Stairways:

1. Use handrails and occasionally check the handrails to make certain they are firmly anchored.

2. Be careful where you put your feet.

3. Watch for clutter on the steps to prevent falls.

4. Do not hurry, and take steps one at a time.

Spills:

Use caution when encountering spills of hazardous materials, waste, or blood-born pathogens.  Your responsibilities include:

1. Securing the area, keep others out, and call proper emergency response agencies.

2. Under no circumstances should you step into the spill or test it with your hand or fingers.

Construction Sites:
1. Always wear appropriate safety equipment (i.e. goggles, hard hat and steel toe shoes).

2. Sightseeing is not advised at unprotected excavations.

3. Standing near the edge to get a better look is dangerous because the walls of the excavation can suddenly give way.

4. Report and request barriers as soon as possible.

5. Be sure that anyone driving heavy equipment is aware of pedestrians in their vicinity.

6. Watch for movement of heavy materials or suddenly shifting loads.

7. Stay off scaffolding or suspended platforms and remember to always wear the prescribed safety equipment for the job site.

8. If patrolling near operating machines, check for loose clothing such as unbuttoned shirt sleeves, loose jewelry, or baggy pant legs.

9. Look out for worn belts or loose couplings on machines.
10. When on patrol use all your senses.

Well Sites:

Tank Batteries

1. The smallest spark – especially a cigarette or lighter – can cause an explosion from fumes or flammable liquids.

2. Take care when opening a hatch so you are not overcome with fumes and pass out.

3. Stairs and rails may be covered with oil and can be slippery, causing a fall.

Pumping Units

1. Counterweights weigh up to 20,000 lbs. and will crush a human body without stopping.  Anyone falling off the beam or trying to ride the weights can be killed.

2. Do not grab the cable or the front of the unit.  Hands can be severed as the cable travels up and down.

3. Numerous moving parts of the unit can catch, injure or kill a person.

4. Electrical boxes, wires and components operate at high voltage and will cause serious electrical shock if handled.

5. Many pumping units are on timers and can start without warning causing injury or death to anyone nearby or on the unit.

Other Equipment

1. Heater treaters (long, tall tanks) operate at extreme temperatures which will cause burns.

2. Be aware of fences topped with barbed/razor wire.

3. Pipelines could leak or explode if tampered with by untrained personnel.

4. Chemicals used at oilfield sites can cause serious burns.

Driving Patrol:

Vehicle Inspection (cars/pickup trucks/ATVs) – Before getting in your assigned vehicle, do the following:

1. Familiarize yourself with the operator’s manual.

2. Walk around the outside of the vehicle.

3. Check the tires for good tread.

4. Look for brake fluid leaks on the inside of the wheels.

5. Be aware of damage that might indicate a recent wreck.

6. Check the headlights and brake lights for proper operation and look for damage.

Safety First:

1. Upon entering the vehicle buckle up, and adjust seat and mirrors.

2. Step on the brakes and be certain there is firm return pressure.

3. While driving, watch for blind corners around buildings, trees and shrubs, etc.

4. Be alert for pedestrians.  Employees or customers can be so focused on task they won’t see you.

5. Only use the 4WD feature in the event of rain, snow, mud, or ice.

Weather Concerns:

1. Ensure wiper blades are working properly.

2. Perform weather check:

a. Tires (chains, if necessary)

b. Heater Defroster/Air Conditioner

c. Brakes and brake fluid
d. Headlights and tail lights.

Slippery Roads:

1. Give yourself more time to react in slippery conditions.

2. Avoid sudden stops.  In a skid situation, turn front wheels in the direction of the skid.

3. Drive defensively and watch out for the other drivers.

Safety on Post:

1. If assigned to a gatehouse, be certain gates are working properly.

2. When checking in a vehicle, always stay on the curb as vehicle approaches.

Inside:

Space Heaters/Air Conditioning

1. Properly ventilate an area being heated by a space heater.

2. During hot weather, immediately report A/C that is not working properly.

Equipment:
1. Always carry a flashlight, and change batteries on a regular basis.

2. If assigned a 2-way portable radio, check its operation at beginning of shift.  If transmission becomes weak, change batteries immediately.

3. Wear reflective or bright safety vests if you are directing traffic.

4. Wear corrective hearing aids or glasses if you need them.

5. If you work near heavy equipment or construction, wear the prescribed safety equipment such as hard hat, ear plugs, safety goggles, etc.

6. Follow all weapon related safety guidelines as per your weapons training course.

Uniform:

1. Wear shoes with non-skid soles.

2. Keep sleeves buttoned.

3. Dress properly for weather.

Most injuries occur at the beginning and end of a worker’s career.  Being unfamiliar with a job or too familiar with it can cause you to overlook simple safety precautions.  Keep in mind that for the most part, your job involves observing and reporting.

When direct action is required, your job is to call the police, fire fighters, paramedics, or other authorities and let them handle the crisis.  Displaying courage and bravery are commendable, but do not attempt heroics at the risk of personal safety.

Your safety is important to your family, your company, and all the people you are assigned to keep safe and secure.  Pay attention to your surroundings, safety check equipment and follow common sense precautions to avoid unsafe acts and conditions.
Always alert TriCorps management to any significant safety hazards at any site you work.  All safety incidents or hazards should be immediately documented on the Safety Hazard/Incident Report Form.

Information collected from the Professional Security Training Network Instructor’s Guide & Student Notes, PSTN-901-0407, Security Officer Safety
I have read and understand the above safety information and will abide by this agreement dated:
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TriCorps Official
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